S ) Alton Infant School

Sowing the seeds of learning

EYFS CURRICULUM
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Framework, Policy and Aspirational Goals

EYFS at Alton Infant School.

“Young children learn from those they trust and
with those who foster enthusiasm for learning.”
Trevarthen, 2002

5 “To be continue provision for learning in the
absence of an adult” Alistair Bryce-Clegg, 2013

“Knowledgeable practitioners appreciate that
adult-led learning offers a child something
different from, but complementary to, child led
learning and it is one without the other that leads
to an impoverished educational expewemce.’ —
Fisher, 2016 T
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Reflective Ladybird

Our Aspirations

Brave Spider

I am not afraid to take risks. | love to

try something new and never say no,

what | have done well. | then think
even though | might think it is

about how | can Improve my |E'al'ﬂlng something scary. | am not afraid of

or what | can do differently to make making mistakes as these help my

learning. By taking risks | feel really

EYFS at Alton Infant School
Curviculum has our young pupils at
it's heart. Through what they learn,

we want to help them become:

my learning even better.

Resilient Tortoise Curious Cat Considerate Hedgehog

b e R e sinkawanger aisd e Guestols | consider the feelings of my friends to

It doesn't matter how hard | find about my learning. This means that | . .
. . ensure that they can learn in a caring
my learning. When things get can find out about things and use

tough | use my resilience to stick at these ideas in my learning. | really like
a task and always try my best. By to investigate and explore to find the

being resilient | find that learning

environment. | know my UNICEF Rights Concentrating Caterpillar
and use these to help my own thinking | concentrate on what | need to do

and to help respect other children and even when my friends are trying to get

answers to my questions.
me to do something different. By

becomes easier than | thought. the planet.

concentrating | know | can improve my

learning.



The Statutory EYFS Framework

The Early Learning Goals (ELGS) are the
knowledge, skills and understanding which i

young children should have acquired by the [P
time they reach the age of five.

There are three prime areas of learning:
Communication and Language Development
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Physical Development

There are four specific areas of learning:
Literacy
Maths

Understanding the World

~ Expressive Arts and Design
S0 ey ik
LC‘C‘d@\jL\C() %{é ; ne.?ngl 1 E F
Y- s, o] D
:':ﬁ ?o RN kEtm:rii:lr|c::‘lﬂbfe\?:l‘l:lg;w::err! ”I a‘




Personal
Social

| Emotional

Planning Start here
What next? Observation
Exposarcon and

oppantunios, bty Lok, Beten and rote.
AL e, Desoritengy
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Well Being & Involvement

Well Being Involvement

When children...... When children are.. Assessment
Focused ond oblo o concentrole Lovhywe) (Laorvatoon

¢+ feelat ease * Interested, mofivated. fascinated ord decifieg whit Py

* Act spontanecusly = -
« Open o the work and aecessble * Menially octve n tart chidhen

*  Show wvitolty ond self confidence * Fully experencing sensations and

*  Are in fouch with feelings and meonings
emotons * Enjoying the satsfoction of
*  Eryoy Me exploration
* Operaing ot the very lmits of ther
capabiities
...we know that their mental

health s secured ...we know that deep level

- learning is taking place
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“One of tI/\e most powerFul influences on
opmer ns betweem people.”’
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Characteristics of effective learning

Playing and exploring
engagement

Finding out and exploring
Playing with what they know
Being willing to ‘have a go’

The thrill of learning

acts out
pretends

initiates
engages
Thrill

shows curiosity
represents

risk takes explores

likes challenges seeks out
uses senses role plays ‘can do’

Active learning
motivation

Being involved and concentrating

Keeping trying
Enjoying achieving what they set out to do

Wanting to learn

shows satisfaction motivated
persistent focused proud of effort
attentive Will involved

concentrates energetic  fascinated

perseverance enjoys the challenge

Creating and thinking critically

thinking
Having their own ideas
Making links
Choosing ways to do things
Ability to learn

has ideas finds solutions plans
new thoughts  predicts creates

evaluates Skill tests out
chooses problem solves  checks
makes links sees patterns  adapts

In addition, the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ underpin
learning and development across all areas and support the child
to remain an effective and motivated learner.

The Characteristics of Effective Learning are:
Playing and exploring-engagement
Active learning-motivation
Creating and thinking critically-thinking
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75 Play, Scaffolding, Modelling and 400
Directed Teaching Alonifant cheo

How do we teach children in EYFS? The new statutory framework does not prescribe a
In our classrooms, you may see children playing particular teaching approach. The Dfe (2021) state in
alone or with their peers, deciding on resources the framework (p16) that ‘Play is essential for
and choosing how to spend their time. You may children’s development, building their confidence as they
see children playing and listening to an adult, who learn to explore, relate to others, set their own goals
is modelling how to achieve something or teaching and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own
them a new <kill. play, and by taking part in play which is guided by
Adults may scaffold a child’s play. This involves adults.’
taking their play to a higher level of learning, At Alton Infant school, the EYFS team decide what we
entering the play at a crucial moment to hel want our children to learn in our classrooms, through
rovoke a framework for the children to go Aofom provision, and the most effective ways to teach it. Each
‘what they know’ to ‘what else they could know’! day, we stimulate children’s interests, respond to each
Scaffolding enables a child to solve a problem, child’s emerging needs and guide their development
carry out a task or achieve a goal which is just through warm, positive interactions coupled with secure
beyond. his or her abilities. During play routines for play and learning. As children grow older
foundational personal, social and emotional skills and develop their skills throughout the reception year,
are develop, a high priority at Alton Infant School, we use more direct teaching and modelling and plan
scaffolding is a bridge to new skills using three key specific sequences of lessons. These strategies help us to
ingredients; modelling the skills, giving clues and focus on teaching the essential skills and knowledge on
asking questions while the children try out a new the specific areas of the curriculum so that children
skill, and then support as the child approaches develop the skills and confidence required for the end of
mastery, withdrawing the support. their Reception year. A




gj Our Classes
Willow and Elm

We provide high quality EYFS education giving
children a secure and confident start to their school
life. We are committed to nurturing a lifelong love of
learning alongside the aims of the EYFS Statutory
Framework. We strive for high standards, consider
the development of the whole child and seek to
foster our schools learning characters. We are
inclusive, welcoming and embed our aspirations in
all that we do. We aim to provide the essential
knowledge that children need to prepare them for
their future success and to give our children the best
possible start to their early education. To do this we
plan our currviculum so that it can:

“* Broaden minds and children’s outlook on life

“ Provide experiences of awe and wonder

“Consider our cohorts backgrounds and experiences

< Develop knowledge and understanding of the
school community, Alton community and the
wider world.

“Support ALL our families in partnership.

+To be the best they can be.

At Alton infant school, we have two reception
classes. The classrooms are large and mirror each
other in the provision they provide. We also have
a large dedicated outdoor area. The classrooms
have a variety of free choice provision. Each class
has a full-time teacher, supported by a T.A.
Staff are organised to support the children in a
balance of adult-led and child-initiated
experiences throughout the sessions and the EYFS
children have free flow access to outdoor learning
and provision.

The experienced team plans a variety of exciting
learning opportunities each day as well as

responding to unplanned interests from the
children.




Alton Infant School

Planning in the EYFS
We want our Early Years curriculum to prepare our children for their time at Alton
Infant School and for our children to achieve happiness and success.

Our planning focuses on the children’s
needs, their interests and their stages of
development. We seek opportunities to
make links between areas of learning and
plan next steps accordingly.

We follow themes/mini weekly topics that
link our currviculum interests. This planning
successfully embeds the EYFS curriculum in
an exciting and age appropriate way. In
class the children may be taught as a whole
class, in small groups or individuals to
ensure that all children are progressing
from their own individual starting point.

The team discuss what learning needs the cohort require in
terms of skills and interests. We link our themes through
books and resources that will ‘hook’ our children into specific
learning. In addition, we use parent observations on ‘Class
Dojo’ to learn more about the children’s experiences, likes
and dislikes. We develop children’s curiosity and encourage
inquisitiveness and a hunger for learning and find ways to
answer the children’s many questions!

We provide a challenging, exciting and attractive learning
environment that offers high-quality opportunities for the
children to learn through play within the classroom and
outside. Our classrooms have continuous provision that is
designed to offer practical, open-ended learning
opportunities where children are enabled to think creatively
and imaginatively. They develop independence skills,
problem-solving skills and turn take/share their resources

and thinking with others.




Throughout the Reception Year your child will
partake in an ambitious curriculum which is
designed in a sequential way to ensure progress
téox{/vards our end of year curricular goals. See
elow.
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Alton !nfant 'School

In Reception we currentlgz\ follow the White Rose Maths Scheme. We believe every child can do
maths. The philosophy behind White Rose Maths also focuses on making maths fun for children
and helping them to find enjoyment in number problems. It’s principles:

#MathsEveryoneCangs

Ensure All Pupils Have the Same Opportunities to Learn. ...

Focus on Deepening Children's Understanding. ...

Concrete-Pictorial-Abstract (CPA) Approach. ...

Regularly Assess Children's Progress.

The lesson planning materials help teachers adopt a maths mastery approach. ... These small
steps help us plan and structure lessons, and choose resources that are perfectly suited to
where children are in terms of progress.

Each week the children are given Maths challenges to practise at home and consolidate
learning....... This is a valuable tool in informing parents about what has been learnt in school.
We ask parents to complete these tasks and put evidence in their Class dojo portfolios.

We also use other support programmes to enhance our teaching.
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‘Unlocking letters and sounds’ programme.

At the heart of Unlocking Lessons and Sounds are digital lessons, one for every day of teaching, from the beginning
of Reception (Phase 2) to the end of Autumn term in Year 2. Each digital lesson can be delivered on a screen or
whiteboard to a class or group of children, and covers the letters/CEW introduced that day, as well as revision of
work covered to date.

Each week the children are given the sounds to practise at home and consolidate learning....... This is a valuable tool
in informing parents about what has been learnt in school. We ask parents to practise reading these graphemes
every time that they hear their child read.

Alongside these lesson, complimentary ‘hands-on’ active phonic activities take place to provide reinforcement and
connections to the sounds being taught.

We have our own unique school PHONICS song and our learning creatures visit you at home to help learn all our
tricky/CEW words.
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By the end of the year, can children hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing -
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using the tripod grip in almost all cases? (ELG PD- Fine Motor)

Pencif Grip Progrmion
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Pencil is held
in the palm.
All fingers and
thumb ara
usad.
Movament is
from. tha
choulder; the
orm and the
hand move as
o urit.

Light scribbles
ore produced
with this
percil grip.

All fingers are
halding the
pencil but the
wrist iz turned
20 that the palm
iz facing down
towards the
page.

Mowverment
comes mostly
from the elbows
and the
shoulder is now
ctobilized.
Horizontal lines,
wertical lines
and circular
line= are oble to

e coplad

Fingars are held on
the pencil shoft

opposite the thumb,

baginning to

form the arc
betwesn the thumb
ond indax fingear.
Plowarnent Doouwrs
from the wrist: the
hand and fingers
move os o whole
unit. Zigzag lines,
crossed lines and
simple himans can
be drown with this
grip

A three-finger grasp, whera the thumb, index finger and middle finger
W«Dl'h 5 O LIFLT.

Movement is wswally from the wrist with thic static grasp.

A stotic gquadropod grip has a fourth finger invalvad.

Trizngles, circlos and squares can be copled with thiz grip.

Pencil is held in a
stoble pasition
batween the thumb,
index and middle
finger.

The ring and little
fingers are bent and
rest comfortably on
the table.

The index finger and
thumb form on open
soace. Movernant
comes from the
Jingertips.

This is the ideal grip to
move the pencdl
afficiently, accurately
and for lettar
formation proctice.




EYFS Writing Progression Map
WRITING High Frequency Word Tracker

2
I no

the qo

to into

) ' ' * WRITING Phase 2/3 Tracker
Phase 2
11‘ satp ] inmd I gock [ ckeur [ hbfff ] LIl 55 (
jvwx yzzqu ch sh th ng al ee igh oa 00 0 oar or ow ol er ear air ure
WRITING SOUNDS, ORDERING SOUNDS, SENTENCE WRITING |

[oonwrite | 1conweite | [amworking | [con weite | [oanwrite | 1can write
my rame me on initinland | cucwords | ovc words
representing | end sounds | using phase | using some

recognisable
fetturs when | soeme sounds 1 saunds digraphs.
Twrity in oeder :
whes | weund am Fam starting
out starting to | to write ph 3
wrlu&z tricky words

| ﬁ mm




EYFS Phonic & Reading Progression Map

High Frequency Word Tracker

Phase 2

I no he was her said do one what
the go she you all have some were went

to into we are they like some there out

me me S0 little
be
Phase 2/3 Tracker
Phase 2
satp | inmd [ gock | ckeur [ hbfff | Ll ss
jvwx | yzzzqu | chshthng | aieeighoa opooaror | owoier | earairure
Blending and Segmenting

Reading | Blending | Reading Read a | Segment | Read Know at Read Read

initial sounds letter few and simple least 10 aloud wards
sounds into groups | common | blend words digraphs  books  containing

individual | words |(Digraphs) | exception | words in and containing  blends

letters Oral to words | reading |sentences phase 2 cvee

blending | represent book with and 3 ceve

one known sounds covee

sound. letter
sounds

p,cwlih«f)
Prog,rwsion
I the EYFS
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" into school to support our topics. We also arrange local trips — library, train station,

We value the contribution that our parents and carers make to their child’s learning
and take every opportunity to work in collaboration with them. We provide an
opportunity for parents to complete ‘WOW'’ leaves and celebrate their ongoing
successes. We connect with parents through an online platform called ‘Class Dojo’ We
encourage parents to add observations and celebrations from home so that we can gain
a wider view of their child.

In the Autumn and Spring terms we hold parents’ consultations and in the Summer
term we send home detailed reports.

The children take weekly reading books to share along with a reading record book
which parents/carers are asked to write in every time they read with their child. We
also send home our ‘Unicef bear' each weekend with a child to choose their rights (UN
Convention). The parents/children have access to Class Dojo for daily corrvespondence
and for parents to ensure that they are up to date with current learning and activities
taking place — weekly pic collages are posted and individual photographs are added to
the portfolios.

Community links — Over the year we also invite local members from the community

market, local supermarket and the church.
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Alton Infant School




