
EYFS CURRICULUM



EYFS at Alton Infant School. 
Framework, Policy and Aspirational Goals

“Young children learn from those they trust and 
with those who foster enthusiasm for learning.”
Trevarthen, 2002

“Knowledgeable practitioners appreciate that 
adult-led learning offers a child something 
different from, but complementary to, child led 
learning and it is one without the other that leads 
to an impoverished educational experience.” 
Fisher, 2016

“To be continue provision for learning in the 
absence of an adult” Alistair Bryce-Clegg, 2013



Our Aspirations 

EYFS at Alton Infant School 
Curriculum has our young pupils at 
it’s heart. Through what they learn, 

we want to help them become:



The Statutory EYFS Framework 
The Early Learning Goals (ELGs) are the 

knowledge, skills and understanding which 
young children should have acquired by the 

time they reach the age of five. 

There are three prime areas of learning:
Communication and Language Development
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Physical Development

There are four specific areas of learning:
Literacy
Maths

Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design



“One of the most powerful influences on 
development is what happens between people.” 
Hobson, 2002



Characteristics of effective learning



Play, Scaffolding, Modelling and 
Directed Teaching

How do we teach children in EYFS?
In our classrooms, you may see children playing 
alone or with their peers, deciding on resources 
and choosing how to spend their time. You may 
see children playing and listening to an adult, who 
is modelling how to achieve something or teaching 
them a new skill. 
Adults may scaffold a child’s play. This involves 
taking their play to a higher level of learning, 
entering the play at a crucial moment to help 
provoke a framework for the children to go from 
‘what they know’ to ‘what else they could know’! 
Scaffolding enables a child to solve a problem, 
carry out a task or achieve a goal which is just 
beyond his or her abilities. During play 
foundational personal, social and emotional skills 
are develop, a high priority at Alton Infant School, 
scaffolding is a bridge to new skills using three key 
ingredients; modelling the skills, giving clues and 
asking questions while the children try out a new 
skill, and then support as the child approaches 
mastery, withdrawing the support. 

The new statutory framework does not prescribe a 
particular teaching approach. The Dfe (2021) state in 
the framework (p16) that ‘Play is essential for 
children’s development, building their confidence as they 
learn to explore, relate to others, set their own goals 
and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own 
play, and by taking part in play which is guided by 
adults.’ 
At Alton Infant school, the EYFS team decide what we 
want our children to learn in our classrooms, through 
provision, and the most effective ways to teach it. Each 
day, we stimulate children’s interests, respond to each 
child’s emerging needs and guide their development 
through warm, positive interactions coupled with secure 
routines for play and learning. As children grow older 
and develop their skills throughout the reception year, 
we use more direct teaching and modelling and plan 
specific sequences of lessons. These strategies help us to 
focus on teaching the essential skills and knowledge on 
the specific areas of the curriculum so that children 
develop the skills and confidence required for the end of 
their Reception year. 



Our Classes
Willow and Elm

We provide high quality EYFS education giving 
children a secure and confident start to their school 
life. We are committed to nurturing a lifelong love of 
learning alongside the aims of the EYFS Statutory 
Framework. We strive for high standards, consider 
the development of the whole child and seek to 
foster our schools learning characters. We are  
inclusive, welcoming and embed our aspirations in 
all that we do. We aim to provide the essential 
knowledge that children need to prepare them for 
their future success and to give our children the best 
possible start to their early education. To do this we 
plan our curriculum so that it can:

Broaden minds and children’s outlook on life
Provide experiences of awe and wonder
Consider our cohorts backgrounds and experiences
Develop knowledge and understanding of the 

school community, Alton community and the 
wider world. 

Support ALL our families in partnership. 
To be the best they can be. 

At Alton infant school, we have two reception 
classes. The classrooms are large and mirror each 
other in the provision they provide. We also have 
a large dedicated outdoor area. The classrooms 
have a variety of free choice provision. Each class 
has a full-time teacher, supported by a T.A.
Staff are organised to support the children in a 
balance of adult-led and child-initiated 
experiences throughout the sessions and the EYFS 
children have free flow access to outdoor learning 
and provision. 
The experienced team plans a variety of exciting 
learning opportunities each day as well as 
responding to unplanned interests from the 
children. 



Planning in the EYFS
We want our Early Years curriculum to prepare our children for their time at Alton 

Infant School and for our children to achieve happiness and success.

Our planning focuses on the children’s 
needs, their interests and their stages of 
development. We seek opportunities to 
make links between areas of learning and 
plan next steps accordingly.

We follow themes/mini weekly topics that 
link our curriculum interests. This planning 
successfully embeds the EYFS curriculum in 
an exciting and age appropriate way. In 
class the children may be taught as a whole 
class, in small groups or individuals to 
ensure that all children are progressing 
from their own individual starting point. 

The team discuss what learning needs the cohort require in 
terms of skills and interests. We link our themes through 
books and resources that will ‘hook’ our children into specific 
learning. In addition, we use parent observations on ‘Class 
Dojo’ to learn more about the children’s experiences, likes 
and dislikes. We develop children’s curiosity and encourage 
inquisitiveness and a hunger for learning and find ways to 
answer the children’s many questions!

We provide a challenging, exciting and attractive learning 
environment that offers high-quality opportunities for the 
children to learn through play within the classroom and 
outside. Our classrooms have continuous provision that is 
designed to offer practical, open-ended learning 
opportunities where children are enabled to think creatively 
and imaginatively. They develop independence skills, 
problem-solving skills and turn take/share their resources 
and thinking with others.



Long term plans and Medium term plans



In Reception we currently follow the White Rose Maths Scheme. We believe every child can do 
maths. The philosophy behind White Rose Maths also focuses on making maths fun for children 
and helping them to find enjoyment in number problems. It’s principles:

Ensure All Pupils Have the Same Opportunities to Learn. ...

Focus on Deepening Children's Understanding. ...

Concrete-Pictorial-Abstract (CPA) Approach. ... 

Regularly Assess Children's Progress.

The lesson planning materials help teachers adopt a maths mastery approach. ... These small 
steps help us plan and structure lessons, and choose resources that are perfectly suited to 
where children are in terms of progress.

Each week the children are given Maths challenges to practise at home and consolidate 
learning……. This is a valuable tool in informing parents about what has been learnt in school. 
We ask parents to complete these tasks and put evidence in their Class dojo portfolios. 

We also use other support programmes to enhance our teaching. 



‘Unlocking letters and sounds’ programme. 

At the heart of Unlocking Lessons and Sounds are digital lessons, one for every day of teaching, from the beginning 
of Reception (Phase 2) to the end of Autumn term in Year 2. Each digital lesson can be delivered on a screen or 
whiteboard to a class or group of children, and covers the letters/CEW introduced that day, as well as revision of 
work covered to date.

Each week the children are given the sounds to practise at home and consolidate learning……. This is a valuable tool 
in informing parents about what has been learnt in school. We ask parents to practise reading these graphemes 
every time that they hear their child read. 

Alongside these lesson, complimentary ‘hands-on’ active phonic activities take place to provide reinforcement and 
connections to the sounds being taught. 

We have our own unique school PHONICS song and our learning creatures visit you at home to help learn all our 
tricky/CEW words.  











Steps 1

Autumn term -
November

Steps 2      

Spring term –

February  

Steps 3

Summer term - May



Working in partnership with parents

We value the contribution that our parents and carers make to their child’s learning 
and take every opportunity to work in collaboration with them. We provide an 
opportunity for parents to complete ‘WOW’ leaves and celebrate their ongoing 
successes. We connect with parents through an online platform called ‘Class Dojo’ We 
encourage parents to add observations and celebrations from home so that we can gain 
a wider view of their child. 
In the Autumn and Spring terms we hold parents’ consultations and in the Summer 
term we send home detailed reports. 

The children take weekly reading books to share along with a reading record book 
which parents/carers are asked to write in every time they read with their child. We 
also send home our ‘Unicef bear’ each weekend with a child to choose their rights (UN 
Convention). The parents/children have access to Class Dojo for daily correspondence 
and for parents to ensure that they are up to date with current learning and activities 
taking place – weekly pic collages are posted and individual photographs are added to 
the portfolios. 

Community links – Over the year we also invite local members from the community 
into school to support our topics. We also arrange local trips – library, train station, 
market, local supermarket and the church. 


