READING – KEY ELEMENT- YEAR R
A LTO N I N FA N T S C H O O L

Early Years Foundation stage
Where does it all begin?
Communication is the key!
PRIME AREA:- Communication and Language Development


Listening and attention



Understanding



Speaking

There are many aspects to learning to read:
SPECIFIC AREA: - Literacy Development


Sound awareness



Being read to every day



Hearing engaging stories



Reading picture books



Recognising logos and signs



Phonics – letter sounds



Sight reading - word recognition

Rhymes

Recognising logos and signs
Even very young children can recognise signs and labels and we can build on this 'real
life' reading.
Very early on in their lives, children learn to recognise signs and labels which are
meaningful to them, and there can be few three-year-olds who let a McDonalds sign
pass without comment. It is often a simple shape or logo that first conveys meaning
to a child although words such as 'post office' and 'fish and chips' soon become
familiar and easily recognised when displayed above the actual shop. This early use of
context clues is important as children begin to develop strategies for making sense of
the written word.

Sound awareness
This is the awareness of sounds and how they come about to make words.
This includes;


The ability of rhyme



Segmenting words into syllables



Identify different sounds in words and separate them



Blending words together

We cover sound awareness in Phonics Phase 1 activities although they often begin at home and at
toddler groups, childminders, pre-schools and nurseries.
If children don’t have sound awareness it can lead to difficulties with reading in the future.

Engaging stories
We want children to develop a love for reading, not just reading for the sake of
it. We want to read stories that capture children’s interest and imagination.
There is a wonderful quote by Albert Einstein of "Imagination is more important
than knowledge".
Making up stories – whether we are reworking an old classic or inventing a quirky
tale of our own – is a wonderful way to help our children experience the magic
and immediacy of imagination in action.

Phonics – Additional presentation
By learning letters and sounds in phonics children can begin
to read simple words by sounding out and blending them
together.
The phonic sound is quite different to the alphabet name.
Children need to learn the sound and the name of each letter
in order to begin reading.

Sight reading
Children need to learn to read words by sight as there are
many English words which cannot be sounded out using
phonics and some children struggle with phonics.
Sight words can be practised at home and in school during
reading and through our play.
Many children learn to first read sight words which are easily
pictured for example animal names.
There’s not one method that will work for EVERY child. We
have to chose the method that words for the child.

STARTING POINT



At Alton Infant School we know how important it is for teachers
and parents to work together to give your child the best start:



Phonic packs – packs in book bags – please share often



Library books – come home on a Friday/return Monday



Guided little reading books – Phonic books in book bags- Mon-Thurs



Word bingo games – tricky truck words/bug bingo



Home/School Reading diary – Please indicate by writing the title
and sign – You may add comments each evening or when you feel
your child has reached a new learning target. Your child will receive
a reading sticker for ‘good home reading’. Teachers also comment in
these books on next steps for you to support your child with at
home.

Support Reading At Home

Big book
Friday library books –
Enjoy them over and over
again at the weekend!



Little book


Monday – Thursday – Phonic
books for your children to
decode and read to you. These
are linked into the stage of
phonics your child know and
understand.

Being read to every day
Reading to your children in the earliest months stimulates the part of the brain
that allows them to understand the meaning of language and helps build key
language, literacy and social skills.
Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not only
perform better in reading tests than those who don’t, but also develop a broader
vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a better understanding of other
cultures. In fact, reading for pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child
does well at school than their social or economic background.

Reading Aloud to Your Child
It is just as important to read to your child as
it is to hear them read.

Benefits of reading to your child include:
1.

Reading aloud provides a model of what good reading looks and sounds like.

2.

Reading aloud builds vocabulary.

3.

Reading aloud improves, writing, reading and listening.

4.

Reading aloud improves comprehension.

5.

Reading aloud improves attention.

How will my child become a good
reader: Top tips
Read together every day
Reading with your child is important so read lots of books together. Reading
together can be reading the book provided by school and reading different books
to your child. The school books are designed to allow your child to read
independently using their phonics skills and key sight word skills.
Talk about the book first

Before reading a book together, always talk about it first. Talk about the title,
pictures inside the book, front and back cover. If it is a new book you can talk
about what the book might be about. If it is an old favourite you can discuss your
favourite parts. Don’t worry if some books are chosen time and time again.

Read with different voices
When reading aloud use lots of different expression and try different voices for
different characters. Get your child to join in with repeating parts of the story
such as, ‘Fee, fi, fo, fom…’.
Ask each other questions
Talk about the stories and information books when you have finished reading
them together and ask questions. See questions slide. Get your child to ask you
questions too.

Sounding out
If your child gets stuck on a word, check first if it can be sounded out or blended by
saying the letter sounds individually and putting them together quickly to hear the
word. If your child can’t work it out then say it and move on with the rest of the
book.
Retell stories and events
Help your child to sequence stories and events through retelling. Ask them what
happened at school, at their swimming lesson or in a TV programme. Help them by
asking:
What happened first?

What was next?
Then what?

Questions to ask before reading!

Questions to ask during reading!


What do you think will happen next?



Can you tell me about the story so far?



What do you think will happen at the end of the story?



What do you think that the character ________ did that?



How do you feel about the character doing that?



What would you have done if you were in this story?



Can you put what you’ve just read in your own words?

Questions to ask after reading!


Can you remember the title?



In your opinion, was it a good title? Why? Why not?



Were your predictions about the story correct?



How did they solve the problem?



What is the most important point the author is making?



What is your favourite part of the book?



Is there a character that you really liked? Why?



Why did you like/dislike this book?

Loving books at home
Summary


1. Make books a part of family life – Always have books around at home. That way you and your children are ready
to get reading, even if it’s only for ten minutes.



2. Join your local library – Get your child a library card. They’ll be able to get their hands on hundreds of fantastic
books, as well as the latest video games, blu-rays and DVDs. Let them choose what they want to read to help them
develop their own interests.



3. Read about something they’re interested in – Help your child find the right book for them. It doesn’t matter if
it’s fiction, poetry, comic books or non-fiction.



4. All reading is good – Don’t rule out non-fiction, comics, graphic novels, magazines or leaflets. Reading is reading
and it’s all worthwhile.



5. Get comfortable! – Snuggle up together somewhere warm and cosy, whether it’s in bed, on a beanbag or on the
sofa. And make sure your child has somewhere comfy to read on their own too.



6. Ask questions – To keep them interested in the story, ask your child questions as you read. Start with ‘Where did
we get to last time?’, ‘Can you remember what’s happened so far?’ and ‘What do you think will happen next?’.



7. Read whenever you get the chance – Have a book or magazine with you for any time your child has to wait, like
at the doctor’s or the dentist.



8. Read favourites again and again – Encourage your child to re-read the books and poems they love. Re-reading
helps to build fluency and confidence.



9. Enjoy bedtime stories – Read with your children at bedtime as often as you can. It’s a great way to end the day
and to spend valuable time with them.



10. Make the most of rhyme and repetition – Books and poems with rhymes and repeated words or phrases are
great for getting your kids to join in and remember the words.

"People of all ages have a
story to share and all it
takes is for someone to
listen".

